
General Studies Analysis Rubric 

Criteria Advanced Proficient  Adequate Limited NA 
Creating 
Strategies 

Not only develops a logical, consistent 
plan to solve problem, but recognizes 
consequences of solution and can 
articulate reason for choosing solution. 

Having selected from among alternatives, 
develops a logical, consistent plan to solve 
the problem. 

Considers and rejects less acceptable 
approaches to solving problem. 

Only a single approach is 
considered and is used to solve the 
problem. 

  

Synthesizing Transforms ideas or solutions into entirely 
new forms. 

Synthesizes ideas or solutions into a 
coherent whole. 

Connects ideas or solutions in novel 
ways. 

Recognizes existing connections 
among ideas or solutions. 

  

Quantitative 
Calculation 

Calculations attempted are essentially all 
successful and sufficiently comprehensive 
to solve the problem. Calculations are also 
presented elegantly (clearly, concisely, 
etc.) 

Calculations attempted are essentially all 
successful and sufficiently comprehensive 
to solve the problem. 

Calculations attempted are either 
unsuccessful or represent only a portion 
of the calculations required to 
comprehensively solve the problem. 

Calculations are attempted but are 
both unsuccessful and are not 
comprehensive. 

  

Evidence Information is taken from source(s) with 
enough interpretation/ evaluation to 
develop a comprehensive analysis or 
synthesis. Viewpoints of experts are 
questioned thoroughly. 

Information is taken from source(s) with 
enough interpretation/ evaluation to 
develop a coherent analysis or synthesis. 
Viewpoints of experts are subject to 
questioning. 

Information is taken from source(s) with 
some interpretation/ evaluation, but not 
enough to develop a coherent analysis or 
synthesis. Viewpoints of experts are 
taken as mostly fact, with little 
questioning 

Information is taken from source(s) 
without any interpretation/ 
evaluation. Viewpoints of experts 
are taken as fact, without question. 

  

Reading 
Comprehension 

Recognizes possible implications of the 
text for contexts, perspectives, or issues 
beyond the assigned task within the 
classroom or beyond the author’s explicit 
message (e.g., might recognize broader 
issues at play, or might pose challenges to 
the author’s message and presentation). 

Uses the text, general background 
knowledge, and/or specific knowledge of 
the author’s context to draw more complex 
inferences about the author’s message and 
attitude. 

Evaluates how textual features (e.g., 
sentence and paragraph structure or 
tone) contribute to the author’s message; 
draws basic inferences about context and 
purpose of text. 

Apprehends vocabulary 
appropriately to paraphrase or 
summarize the information the text 
communicates. 

  

Determine the 
Extent of 
Information 
Needed 

Effectively defines the scope of the 
research question or thesis. Effectively 
determines key concepts. Types of 
information (sources) selected directly 
relate to concepts or answer research 
question. 

Defines the scope of the research question 
or thesis completely. Can determine key 
concepts. Types of information (sources) 
selected relate to concepts or answer 
research question. 

Defines the scope of the research 
question or thesis incompletely (parts are 
missing, remains too broad or too 
narrow, etc.).Can determine key 
concepts. Types of information (sources) 
selected partially relate to concepts or 
answer research question. 

Has difficulty defining the scope of 
the research question or thesis. Has 
difficulty determining key concepts. 
Types of information (sources) 
selected do not relate to concepts or 
answer research question. 

  

Evaluate 
Potential 
Solutions 

Evaluation of solutions is deep and elegant 
(for example, contains thorough and 
insightful explanation) and includes, 
deeply and thoroughly, all of the following: 
considers history of problem, reviews 
logic/ reasoning, examines feasibility of 
solution, and weighs impacts of solution. 

Evaluation of solutions is adequate (for 
example, contains thorough explanation) 
and includes the following: considers 
history of problem, reviews logic/reasoning, 
examines feasibility of solution, and weighs 
impacts of solution. 

Evaluation of solutions is brief (for 
example, explanation lacks depth) and 
includes the following: considers history 
of problem, reviews logic/reasoning, 
examines feasibility of solution, and 
weighs impacts of solution. 

Evaluation of solutions is superficial 
(for example, contains cursory, 
surface level explanation) and 
includes the following: considers 
history of problem, reviews logic/ 
reasoning, examines feasibility of 
solution, and weighs impacts of 
solution. 

  

Textual 
Analysis 

Evaluates strategies for relating ideas, text 
structure, or other textual features in order 
to build knowledge or insight within and 
across texts and disciplines. 

Identifies relations among ideas, text 
structure, or other textual features, to 
evaluate how they support an advanced 
understanding of the text as a whole. 

Recognizes relations among parts or 
aspects of a text, such as effective or 
ineffective arguments or literary features, 
in considering how these contribute to a 
basic understanding of the text as a 
whole. 

Identifies aspects of a text (e.g., 
content, structure, or relations 
among ideas) as needed to respond 
to questions posed in assigned 
tasks. 

  

 


